Autopsies in an area health service: a quality assurance review.
The Hunter Area Health Service Quality Liaison Group reviewed autopsy practice in the Hunter Area, focussing upon clinical and resource utilisation effectiveness. Findings are discussed. Conclusions support views expressed in recent literature on the subject. The conclusion is reached that despite increase in consumption of limited resources, autopsies remain an integral component of quality care and should increase in number. Some recommendations are proffered to maximise utility and cost effectiveness in the future.